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Heimwehr. On the 21st September Dr. Dollfuss reconstituted his
Cabinet on what were declared to be non-party lines. Dr. Winkler
and the other Landbund Ministers were omitted, and Herr Vaugoin,
the Minister of Defence, was excluded on the ground that he was
also Chairman of the Christian jSocial Party. On the other hand,
Major Fey was included as Vice-Chancellor; the portfolio of Minister
of Defence which he had held in the previous Government was
transferred to Dr. Dollfuss himself, who followed Signor Mussolini's
example by combining a number of the more important Cabinet posts
in his own person and acting as Minister for Foreign Affairs, Agri-
culture, Defence, and Public Security as well as Chancellor. A week
later Prince Starhemberg announced that the Heimwehr would join
the Vaterlandische Front en masse and that the Heimatbloc, the
party organization, would be dissolved. Dr. Dollfuss rewarded this
move by appointing Prince Starhemberg on the llth October as his
deputy in the leadership of the Vaterlandische Front, but at the same
time he endeavoured to avoid the appearance that he was relying
upon the Heimwehr to the exclusion of other groups.

The Landbund had continued to be represented by an Under-
secretary in the Cabinet after its reconstitution on the 21st Septem-
ber, and Dr. Winkler did not cease to proclaim the party's general
support for Dr. Dollfuss in his struggle with the Nazis.1 In November
1933 Dr. Dollfuss was engaged in an attempt to mediate between the
Heimwehr and the Landbund, but his efforts proved unsuccessful,
and reports that the readmission of Landbund Ministers into the
Cabinet was imminent turned out to be unfounded. In January 1934
Dr. Dollfuss went so far as to hold out an olive branch to the
Socialists, whose overtures had met with little response hitherto. In
July 1933 the Socialist leader Dr. Otto Bauer had published an
article in the press in which he took the line that dictatorial rule was
probably necessary in face of the Nazi onslaught, but that it ought
to have a wider popular basis. In the middle of October 1933 a
Socialist party meeting had taken the formal decision to omit from
the party programme any reference to the union of Austria with
Germany. These indications that the Socialists were prepared to
consider some measure of co-operation with the patriotic' parties

1 The agrarian party would have found it difficult to withdraw their
support from Dr. Dollfuss, for the peasants whose interests they were sup-
posed to represent constituted some of the Chancellor's most enthusiastic
adherents. This was especially true in Lower Austria, wMch "was Dr. Dollfuss's
native province. On the 2nd February, 1934, 120,000 farmers and peasants
from Lower Austria assembled in Vienna in order to demonstrate their whole-
hearted support of the Chancellor.